
COVID 19 UPDATE FROM IATSE 667 03/20/2020 

Message from the President  
 
I hope this finds you and your families well under the circumstances of these challenging times. 
A lot has changed in our industry and our world in just one short week. It was just last Friday that 
productions were starting to shut down, indicating it would likely be for 14 days as a precaution to 
help fight the COVID-19 virus that was spreading around the globe. By Monday evening, all Motion 
Picture Productions were shut down across the world. This action taken by our industry is totally 
unprecedented and has never occurred on a scale such as this. I would first like to thank all involved 
for doing this. It was truly the socially responsible thing to do. We must participate in social 
distancing in order to flatten the curve of the COVID-19 Virus. 
 

I’ve had many questions from members this week. 
Some have asked if we will be back to work after 14 days. Unfortunately, the answer is no. 
The next question most asked by our members is how long will this global shutdown of our work 
last? Unfortunately, no one knows at this point. 
However, our industry and our unions are strong and united, and the long-term outlook for our 
industry is extremely positive. 
In 2019, the Ontario film industry alone was a two billion dollar industry. The Provincial Government 
and Premier Doug Ford have always been and continue to be very big supporters of our Industry. 
Just yesterday, Lisa MacLeod, Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture held a conference 
discussion with over 1,000 people listening in. She assured everyone that Ontario’s Film Tax Credit 
is secure. The Minister also mentioned that the Ontario Government is prepared to do what it takes 
to protect the Motion Picture Industry in Ontario. 
Film Ontario is at the forefront of discussions with the Government, and they are representing our 
collective best interests. 
I.A.T.S.E. Locals in every province are working with their Provincial Governments during this crisis. 
All I.A.T.S.E. Canadian Motion Picture Locals are having a weekly conference call to discuss the 
changing landscape of our business and to see what we can do to help our members get through 
this. 
 

The Hollywood Reporter has stated that while the industry has halted production for now, writing is 
still going on. 
We are all part of an ever-expanding industry that has seen massive growth year over year, for 
many years now. Once we get past this, there is every reason to believe that the recent volumes of 
production work will return and will ramp up quickly. 
The Canadian Federal and Provincial governments have rapidly introduced a large number of 
initiatives to help Canadians in this time of crisis. Please take the time to become informed about 
these initiatives and follow through with those that can help you and your family. Our local will 
continue to make available as much information as we can to help our members and their families 
get through these difficult times. 
For now, try to stay positive and remember that our industry will rebound and will be stronger than 
ever. 
 

Lastly, remember 667 has a Members Assistance Plan available to all members and their families. If 
you are feeling anxiety, stress or any other issues please avail yourself of this service. There are 
trained professionals available 24 hours a day to help you with whatever you are feeling or going 
through. 
 

Contact the Shepell Care Access Centre toll free at 1-800-387-4765 or workhealthlife.com   
 

Stay well, and stay safe. 
Ciaran Copelin 
President, International Cinematographers Guild Eastern Canada I.A.T.S.E. 667 


