
COVID-19 Update From IATSE 667 
  

As late as Monday I talked to US studios and Covid-19 wasn’t a big concern and their perception was that Canada was doing 
a good job of handling the outbreak. Our local industry, labour, suppliers and producers, had done a good job of 
communicating our situation in Eastern Canada. 
  
As you are aware the response to Covid-19 has escalated in the last few days. All major sports events have been cancelled, 
all major events such as the Grammys have been cancelled, Disney has shut down their theme parks, Carnival has cancelled 
all cruises, Broadway has cancelled all performances and our Prime Minister is in quarantine with his wife diagnosed with 
Covid-19. There will be more to come. This pandemic will be a blow to the entire Canadian economy and is far beyond just 
our industry. 
  
We are starting to see shut downs in our industry. CBS have delayed all their pilots in Toronto and other shows are 
announcing temporary shutdowns. We are monitoring what is happening and will keep you informed. We are also looking at 
notice needed from production and all the contractual obligations. This will be, and is, happening in all film centers across 
North America and the rest of the world, not just here. 
  
I anticipate that there will be more shows delaying or going on hiatus. The length of this pandemic is unknown. The only thing 
we can look to is China. They are now starting to get back to normal after two months of serious shutdown. There will be an 
end to this. How this plays out here will also depend on Government of Canada recommendations and World Health 
Organization responses. 
  
We will not lose this work as this crisis is actually worse in the US and around the world. Unlike the SARS problem in Toronto 
in 2003, there is no other place for these shows to go. The shows that shut down will start up again. The question I can’t 
answer is when that will happen. 
  
It is important to keep yourself as safe as possible. Get your information from the official sources and not social media. The 
government sources are below. And don’t panic. For most people this will not be a harmful virus and while it is deadlier than 
the flu serious illness will be the exception. The danger is that it will affect large numbers of people and that makes it more 
dangerous than the normal flu for those whose health is already comprised. 
  
Our offices are making plans to keep working during this pandemic. If we are affected we will be able to keep the organization 
running. Please be patient when reaching out to us as I anticipate the next few days will see a much larger number of 
enquiries and we will get to everyone. Please do not visit the 667 offices over the next few weeks. We are working on 
keeping our staff exposure to the minimum. We can happily deal with any queries by phone or e-mail. 
  
Lastly, 667 has a Members Assistance Plan available to all members and their families. If you are feeling anxiety, stress or 
any other issues with the crisis please avail yourself of this service. There are trained professionals available 24 hours a day 
to help you with whatever you are feeling or going through. 
  
Call the Shepell Care Access Centre toll free at 1 800 387-4765  workhealthlife.com  
  
For Information from the Canadian Government :  
www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection.html 
 
Provincially, more information is available at: 
 
Ontario: www.ontario.ca/page/2019-novel-coronavirus?_ga=2.205163664.142305978.1584122227-416385108.1583531873 
Nova Scotia: novascotia.ca/coronavirus 
New Brunswick: www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/departments/ocmoh/cdc/content/respiratory_diseases/coronavirus.html  
Newfoundland and Labrador: www.health.gov.nl.ca/health/publichealth/cdc/coronavirus  
Prince Edward Island: www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/health-and-wellness/covid-19-contact-information 
  
Also, it is being recommended that anyone who is concerned about their health status should contact their regional health 
authority. 
  
Ontario Telehealth   1-866-797-0000 
Quebec Info-Sante   811 
Nova Scotia    811  
New Brunswick Tele-Care 811 
Newfoundland and Labrador 811 or 7-888-709-2929 
Prince Edward Island Telehealth 811 or 1-866-770-7724  
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